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Revelation and the so-called Epistle of James which seem
most Jewish in appearance, did not proceed directly from it.
Similarly, the Talmud is rather to be regarded as a monument
witnessing to the religious vitality of Israel after the catastrophe
which shattered and dispersed the Jewish nation in A.D. 70.
Indeed, it is not impossible that it would never have come
into being had not that very catastrophe rendered it necessary,
in order to serve as a repository of all the traditions and hopes
of Jahwism and of all the interpretations and thoughts of its
learned men which might survive that bitter experience with
its hateful memories. In the anguish of the terrible disillusion-
ment of the first and second centuries, the vital elements of
Judaism which are contained therein were revised and deter-
mined. They were brought together into an organized system
for the sustenance, consolation and instruction of the scattered
people.

As for the Gospel, it was in origin the book in which a sect,
originally issuing out of Israel, had laid down the first principles
of its hope and faith, but it was born outside of Israel, and the
writers who have given us the three oldest versions of it, viz.
the Gospel according to Mark, Matthew and Luke, and still
more to the author and redactor of John, were already completely
outside Judaism. Nevertheless, just as the elements which
make up the oldest parts of the Talmud derived their origin
from the Schools of the Scribes and the inspiration of the
Pharisees, so the Jewish basis of the Gospel proceeds at one and
the same time from the religion of the fanavim and from the
piety, principles and hopes of Pharisaism. Moreover, these
two sources alone do not exhaust the whole content of the
complex soul and heterogeneous spirit of Israel, as it has been
revealed to us.

Perhaps in course of time the discordant elements which
we have met in Palestinian Jewry might have been reconciled,
and all the divergent tendencies co-ordinated in a single move-
ment, but we cannot imagine what could have become the
principle and actuating force of this happy harmonization. In
the present confusion it is the Messianic hope alone which
appears to have been sufficiently widespread and deeply rooted
in the masses of the people to constitute such a force. It had
within it the power, even if imperfectly realized, i.e. only on the
human level and in the unstable form of the political emancipa-
tion of the people of God, to rally round it all the Jews of
Palestine.

The final goal of the Messianic movement was, undoubtedly,
the establishment of the Kingdom of God upon a regenerated